Integration of Break-Out Group Recommendations
Database Management

Someone needs to examine each database; that person(s) should be clearly identified

Can these databases be merged; should they be stored in a central repository?
One recommendation: there should be a common database with a responsible manager

We need to be aware of computer system changes and storage medium

There should be free and easy access to all data and maps
Database Components

Permafrost/ground ice and soil groups recommend a So. Hemisphere or Antarctic continent (>60 deg S) map with inset maps for Dry Valleys, Antarctic Peninsula, Andes etc.

The scale will be dependent on map size (1:20 million), scale of inset maps will be more detailed

1:50,000 topo maps are readily available for some areas and offer a preferred base maps
Use Polar Stereographic map projection with S. Pole as center point

General

We need justifications for each proposed product for soliciting funding

Map forms: hard copy, electronic, interactive

Permafrost Database/Map

Ground ice should be included in the map, because of its importance in environmental management

There is an important linkage between permafrost and soils

Antarctica drives the global atmosphere and cryosphere

Permafrost/ground ice and soil maps important for understanding global change and environmental protection

Sensitivity of soils/permafrost/ground ice to human impacts important

Maps are models that reflect our current state of knowledge!

Water potential is important for justifying the display of permafrost in the Andes

Soil Database/Map

Soils are valuable indicator of past climates and future projections

Active Layer Dynamics and Periglacial Features

CALM-S needs a standardized S. Hemisphere protocol but should allow for addition of new elements

Spatial variability is extremely important in active-layer dynamics of Antarctica

Jan Boelhouwers Recap

We have a critical mass of persons to generate these databases/maps; the momentum needs to be sustained

This workshop will lead to the advancement of permafrost science in the SH and international proposals

What are the critical questions that need to be answered?


More detail of the input parameters is needed

We need a thorough inventory of existing data


Database management


“Drivers”are needed for each task and groups need to be formulated


Sources of funding need to be identified


Lead authors for manuscripts are needed


A list server/website is needed with “chat room”capabilities

